
FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE	

Snarky	Puppy	&	GroundUP	Music	Announce																																																																																																						
3rd	Annual	GroundUP	Music	Festival	in	Miami	Beach,	FL	February	8-10,	2019	

Snarky	Puppy	To	Play	All	3	Nights	
World	Premiere	–	1st	Live	Performances	of	Music	from	New,	Unreleased	Album	

Full	Lineup	To	Be	Announced	Soon!	

September	13,	2018	–	GroundUP	Music	announces	its’	third	annual	GroundUP	Music	Festival	in	Miami	Beach,	FL	
February	8-10,	2019.	Hosted	by	three-time	Grammy	Award	winning	artist	Snarky	Puppy,	the	festival	will	feature	a	
special	Snarky	Puppy	set	each	night	with	a	different	lineup,	as	well	as	the	world	premiere	of	their	new,	unreleased	
12th	 album	with	 the	 first-ever	 live	 performances	 of	 the	music	 from	 the	 album.	 	 	 The	 New	 York	 Times	 wrote,	
“maybe	you	didn’t	notice,	but	this	 is	Snarky	Puppy’s	world,	and	the	rest	of	us	only	 live	 in	 it.” Join	this	world	of	
great	music,	feast	on	the	sumptuous	local	food	created	by	celebrity-chef	Michelle	Bernstein,	and	hang	out	on	the	
beach	in	the	balmy	74-degree	weather	with	the	bands	who	will	lead	small	interactive	workshops	all	weekend,	as	
Snarky	is	joined	each	day	by	an	eclectic	list	of	international	superstars,	to	be	announced	soon.		Tickets	+	Hotels	go	
on	sale	on	Friday,	September	21.			
	
Led	 by	 GroundUP	 and	 Snarky	 Puppy	 founder	 Michael	 League,	 and	 GroundUP	 CEO	 Paul	 Lehr	 who		
brought	the	annual	festival	to	Miami	Beach,	and	with	its	production	partner	The	Rhythm	Foundation,	the	first	two	
years	of	the	GroundUP	Music	Festival	attracted	nearly	8,000+	attendees,	60%	of	whom	traveled	to	Miami	Beach	
from	40+	US	States	and	40+	countries	 from	around	the	world.	 	Because	of	 this	 international	appeal,	GroundUP	
Festival	has	oft	been	called	the	Art	Basel	of	music.		Fans	come	for	the	performances	and	to	interact	closely	with	
the	 artists	 in	 the	 intimate	workshops	 and	 hang	with	 them	 throughout	 the	weekend	 in	 the	 festival’s	 sprawling	
beachfront	complex.	Three-time	Grammy-winners	Snarky	Puppy,	acclaimed	by	Rolling	Stone	Magazine	as	“one	of	
the	most	versatile	bands	on	the	planet,”	plays	daily	sets,	along	with	a	lineup	of	great	musicians.		In	addition	to	all	
of	 the	 GroundUP	 label	 artists,	 featured	 artists	 for	 the	 first	 two	 years	 included	 multi	 Grammy	 winning	 artist	
Esperanza	 Spalding;	 two-time	 Rock	 &	 Roll	 Hall	 of	 Fame	 legend	 David	 Crosby;	 Chris	 Thile	 of	 the	 Punch	
Brothers/NPR’s	 Live	 From	 Here;	 The	 Wood	 Brothers;	 Béla	 Fleck	 &	 the	 Flecktones	 Trio	 feat.	 Victor	 Wooten	 &	
Futureman;	Robert	Glasper;	 Joshua	Redman;	Derek	Smalls	 (Spinal	Tap/Harry	Shearer);	 Kitailo	 feat.	Buika;	Nikka	
Costa;	 Jacob	 Collier;	 Breastfist;	 Laura	 Mvula;	 a	 rare	 stateside	 treat	 for	 drum	 and	 EDM	 enthusiasts	 Jojo	
Mayer/Nerve	with	a	set	of	live	electronica;	the	indescribable	and	frenetic	Knower,	recently	off	their	tour	with	The	
Red	 Hot	 Chili	 Peppers;	Mark	 Guiliana’s	 BEAT	Music	 (renowned	 drummer	 from	 David	 Bowies’	 last	 album);	 the	
riveting	 Paris	Monster;	 and	many	others.	 	 Local	 South	 Florida	heroes	 also	 join	 the	 festival	 each	 year,	 including	
performances	by	Roosevelt	Collier	(a	GroundUP	label	artist);	Shelly	Berg;	Emily	Estefan;	the	Heavy	Pets;	Bobby	Lee	
Rodgers;	Electric	Kif;	Aaron	Lebos	Reality;	and	many	more.		So	unique	are	the	collaborations	that	NPR’s	nationally	
syndicated	show	Jazz	Night	in	America	(WBGO/	Jazz	at	Lincoln	Center)	has	created	a	special	segment	dedicated	
completely	to	the	GroundUP	Festival.				

Hailed	as	“one	of	the	10	best	music	events,”	the	GroundUP	Music	Festival	is	unlike	other	festivals	--	artist-centric	
and	 attendee-focused,	with	 an	 intimate	 daily	 capacity	 of	 about	 2000,	 no	 overlapping	 sets,	 great	 acoustics	 in	 a	
small	outdoor	theater	on	the	beach/ocean	where	the	audience	always	has	plenty	of	space	and	great	views	and	
gets	 to	 interact	on	a	personal	 level	with	 the	 featured	 festival	artists	who	give	masterclasses	and	hang	with	 the	
fans	all	weekend	long.		And	when	the	music	ends	at	the	festival,	the	late	night	sessions	kick-in	with	6	different	sets	
each	night	until	4	am.		GroundUP	will	continue	to	push	the	envelope	on	the	typical	festival	experience	and	break	
down	the	barriers	between	audience	and	artists	 in	order	to	create	an	optimal	experience	for	both	the	audience	
and	artists.		
	

Tickets	&	Information	at:	www.groundupmusicfestival.com	
60	Second	Promo	Video:	https://vimeo.com/286845764/5e563ade6b	
5	Minute	Promo	Video:	https://vimeo.com/264396751/65878fb20f	



	

ABOUT	SNARKY	PUPPY		

Formed	 in	 2003	 by	 bandleader/bassist/composer	 Michael	 League,	 Snarky	 Puppy	 is	 a	 “D.I.Y.	 juggernaut”	 (New	 York	
Times)	 that	has	won	three	Grammy	awards	 in	the	 last	 four	years.	Through	 it	all,	 the	band	has	kept	a	rigorous	touring	
schedule	of	100-200	 shows	per	 year.	 They	are	a	 collective	of	 sorts,	with	as	many	as	25	members	 in	 regular	 rotation.		
Each	 maintains	 busy	 schedules	 as	 sidemen	 (with	 such	 artists	 as	 Erykah	 Badu,	 Snoop	 Dogg,	 Kendrick	 Lamar,	 and	
D’Angelo),	 producers	 (for	 Kirk	 Franklin,	 and	 David	 Crosby),	 and	 solo	 artists	 (many	 of	 whom	 are	 on	 the	 band’s	
independent	 label,	 GroundUP	 Music).	 At	 its	 core,	 the	 band	 represents	 the	 convergence	 of	 both	 black	 and	 white	
American	music	culture	with	various	accents	from	around	the	world.	Japan,	Argentina,	Canada,	the	United	Kingdom,	and	
Puerto	Rico	all	have	 representation	 in	 the	group’s	membership.	But	more	 than	 the	cultural	diversity	of	 the	 individual	
players,	 the	defining	characteristic	of	Snarky	Puppy’s	music	 is	 the	 joy	of	performing	together	 in	the	perpetual	push	to	
grow	creatively.	

ABOUT	GROUNDUP	MUSIC	

GroundUP	 Music	 was	 created	 to	 serve	 as	 an	 artistic	 oasis	 in	 the	 ever-changing	 world	 of	 independent	 music.	 The	
company	was	 founded	 in	2012	by	Michael	 League	as	a	new	home	 for	his	band	Snarky	Puppy	and	other	 independent	
artist	he	respected,	and	is	led	by	CEO	Paul	Lehr.	GroundUP	Music	artists	include	David	Crosby,	Charlie	Hunter,	Michelle	
Willis,	 The	 Funky	 Knuckles,	 FORQ,	 Bill	 Laurance,	 and	 House	 of	 Waters,	 to	 name	 a	 few.	 As	 of	 2017,	 GroundUP	 has	
continued	to	adjust	to	changing	times	by	expanding	beyond	the	traditional	role	of	a	record	label.	It	is	gradually	changing	
into	an	artist	services	company	with	the	aim	of	guiding	like-minded	musicians	through	the	label’s	tributaries,	including	a	
worldwide	distribution	deal	through	Verve/Universal	Music	and	The	Orchard,	a	publishing	company	run	through	Kobalt	
Music,	an	education	foundation	poised	to	redefine	“music	school”	and	the	company’s	debut	music	 festivals	 in	Miami,	
with	others	planned	in	locations	around	the	world.				

###	

For	more	information	on	GroundUP	Music	Festival,	please	contact	Lena	Koorse	at	GroundUP	Music,	
lena@groundupmusic.net	or	786-395-5238	or	Karla	Arguello	at	Rhythm	Foundation,	karla@rhythmfoundation.com	or	

305-519-8681	


